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Why Did he Save that Obituary?

By Joel R. Swanson

After my parent’s and my older sister’s passing,mgce was so kind to
ship to me all of the pictures and articles thatpgarents had saved over many
years. In going through some of the papers, | carness an obituary for Thore
Swanson. As was typically done, the obituary ideldithe normal names of his
parents, siblings spouse and
children.

At that time, being an
early documenter in Family
Tree Maker, | quickly sat dow
at my computer to add the
newfound member of our fam
ily tree. But then came the bi
problem, how was he related
my father? | already had mo:
of the information about my
dad’s brothers and sisters, as
had been common for us to
have annual family reunions to a farm in southeinridsota where my dad grew
up and where most of his family still lived. Buhavwas Thore? | never remem-
ber hearing his name among the uncles in Minnggatthe obituary stated he
was a lifelong resident of Cannon Falls Minnesota.

It became quite obvious that | had to do some rekeaAnd so | began to
look for the Swanson name through his father Er8estnson. Ernest was born
in Cannon Falls and his father Joseph Swanson arasilh Sweden but | could
not find any direct ties to my grandfather (SwarSuanson, born in Denmark)
and great-grandfather (John H. Swanson, born ird8m)e Sure they probably
were distantly related somehow in Sweden but tlmatlevnot be a reason for my
dad to save his obituary. | had come againstck bvall by following the Swan-
son line, but what about Thore’s mother? All | ma¢he obituary was that her
name was Agnes. But what was her maiden name?

| started to search online. Using all of the vasidatabases available |
took a chance on the Minnesota death index, evargthl had all the informa-
tion about Thore that | needed from his obituaffere in the death index was
the report of his passing and the date confirmeditite (October 4, 1977) my

(Continued on page 2)

Was one of these bicyclists Thore Swanson? Mysdaw the right.

1st Quarter 2011

Inside this issue:

Obituary Photos are 2
Getting Younger

A True Story of a 3
Slave

Genealogical Society 5

The Longest Family 6
Tree

Genealogy Volunteel 7
ing

Family Tree & 8
Baby’'s Gender

Special points of
interest:

¢ Why are we so vain in
not showing current
obituary photos?

« A slaves efforts to save
his owners property

« Volunteer to help others
in Genealogy



#‘ Page 2

1880 Federal Census

Now all | had to do was to

prove it.

Old Tintype Photo
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Why Did he Save that Obituary? I

(Continued from page 1)

dad had written on the obituary, but more importdirtnesota reported his

mother’s maiden name, Bloomberg!! Success, | kitetvmy dad’s mother

was Emily Bloomberg, so Agnes and Emily probablyev&sters and Thore
would have been my dad’s materngicbusin.

Now all I had to do was to prove it. | startedrsdang online in the
census for Agnes and Emily Bloomberg. | found Agtebe the daughter of
John Bloomberg and Mary Soule along with an oldethzr Emiel
Bloomberg in the 1995 Minnesota state census, dimily. Remember,
the 1890 census was lost, so all | had to work wiis either the 1880 federal
or the 1895 Minnesota. All of the searching | tidEmily Bloomberg came
out blank. Now what was | to do? Why was | ablénd Agnes in the cen-
sus but not Emily? | then took a stab in the dgaret searched for Emiel
Bloomberg. Of course | found him in the 1895 Misota but also found him
in the 1880 federal census along with his twinesi&mmilly, their parents
John and Mary along with an older sister Jenn&gnés was born in 1881
and therefore not in the 1880 federal censusow found the proof that tied
the two Swanson families together.

Why wasn’t Emily (or Emmilly) in the 1895 censu&Mmily and Swan
K. Swanson were married on March 10, 1894 and theyshe was included
with him in the 1895 census. | think that two onjant lessons in genealogy
can be learned from this exercise in relationshkisst, there must be a rea-
son why our ancestors saved certain records amthdgif you find yourself
up against a brick wall, see if you can find aehéint route to use to get
around it. It might work!

Obituary Photos are Getting
Younger!

Article courtesy of Genealogy in Time

An interesting genealogy study from @8tate University suggests
that obituary photos are showing a growing biasrsgaging faces. The
study conducted by Keith Anderson, assistant psofesf social work at the
university and his graduate student Jina Han exaaniewspaper obituary
photos in Ohio over a thirty year period from 19671997. What they found
was that “age-inaccurate” obituary photos had iaeed significantly since
the 1960s. An age-inaccurate obituary photo wase@fby the authors to be
one where the deceased was more than 15 yearsiwdatethe estimated age
in the obituary photograph. Interestingly enoughmen were more than

(Continued on page 6)
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A True Story of a Slave

By E. P Coleman

(Ed note: We must realize that this article wdd ttranscribed to a typewritten page and
then signed and attested to be true.)

As a prelude to this story | think @db to describe the conditions ex-
isting at the period 1863 and 18d4e territory between
Memphis and my father’s plantation, about fifty @sil was & -
‘no man’s land’. Alternately raided by Yankee Cayand =
Confederates, and infested with robbers, gorillasso on. | 1 &
My father had two plantations, Angle Hall, residerand a e : = r_.,
delta plantation. Surrounding this delta plantaias an al- ';v By & 4 i :

most impenetrable jungle.

The writer at this period was twelvargeold. My
father, who was blind, my sister, a young womaial, 2eff,
the negro wagon driver. We would carry cotton ikkem-
phis, sell it for about $1.00 a pound and buy est@rn trip
such groceries as the Yankee’s would permit usitglout.

We started from my father’s plantatwre day with .
a load of cotton to Memphis. We got to ColdwatereRi _
about half way when my father was attacked withurh@  Cotton Bales heading to Market
tism. He and my sister had to return home. Thatlkeff and
myself to go on to Memphis with the load of cottdhis we
did without interruption.

Arriving in Memphis Jeff sold the cattéor about $2,000 and pur-
chased a return load of such groceries as the esw@uld permit us to was perfectly stolid, not

bring out to the extent of about $5@8d note: Just remember as you read this article ynderstanding anything.
that $2,000 would be $28,000 in today’s money. [&/pou have done all that Jeff went

through?)Jeff did not forget to include a jug of whiskey fus own use, and
carefully hid it in the load of groceries. Alrealdyded up and ready to go we
discovered we had no food. Jeff and | went backtgthe business portion
of Memphis to buy some bread. The first thing wewra Yankee soldier
tapped Jeff on the shoulder and said, “Come with fitee Yankees were im-
pressing all able bodied negroes into their arnmg/tddk Jeff before the pro-
vost marshal for examination. There were a few oegbeing examined be-
fore Jeff giving him time to get his wits togethérhen Jeff's time came he
was perfectly stolid, not understanding anythindottof set questions were
directed to him by the provost marshal. He nevenep his mouth until quite
a number had been ignored by him. Then he pultad fiis pocket a twist of
Confederate tobacco and said, “I hate to offerlthisker to a gemmen, but
it's all | got”. The provost marshal said, “Turngmegro alose, he is deef and
unfit for military service”.

We started to return to our wagon waeasted the second time by
(Continued on page 4)

When Jeff's time came he

Civil War Union (Yankee)
Soldier.
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As usual Jeff used his wits
and took one of the iron
linch pins out and slipped it

in his pocket

A Southern Plantation Home.
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A True Story of a Slave

(Continued from page 3)
another Yankee soldier. This time he had no traublee provost marshal
said, “Don’t bring this negro here any more. Haas fit for duty”.

We started home, passed through thé&éthnes and this
infested “no man’s land” and got within about fétemiles of home.
% And at Senatobia we were arrested by two Confegl&@avalrymen
B8 who confiscated our load of groceries.

The wagons in those days did not haeenuts on the end of
axles like they do now, but had a vertical hole@tiyh the end of the
axle into which was put an iron pin called a linch pin. Tpisvented
the wheels from coming off. As usual Jeff usedwits and took one
§ of the iron linch pins out and slipped it in hiscget. The wheel
rolled off and the axle of the wagon dropped doWwme two soldiers

Confederate cavalrymenWith Jeff went back to look for the linch pin, ftcourse could not

find it. They came back and prised the wagon uppartdn a wooden

linch pin. Jeff, an expert driver soon broke thsogen inch pin and
down dropped the wagon again. This process cordinlielay. We finally
arrived near Como at dark, and drove up to a favasé with a long veranda
in front. The wagon about on a level with the flobhe soldiers ordered Jeff
to take the old mules out. This Jeff did but did tas&e the harness off of
them. The soldiers laid down their blankets andevieting to go to sleep.
Jeff concluded he would take a drink out of hisskkly jug and was careful
to see that the soldiers saw him do it. They immaedly took it away from
him and drank a considerable quantity of whiskeyrtkelves. The effect of
this whiskey made them either drunk or so nearlihseg slept very soundly.
In the meanwhile Jeff hitched his old mules towagon and quietly drove
off.

He carried the wagon and groceries dimamy father’s bottom plan-
tation and hid them in the jungle. The next dag&mme up to my father’s
home plantation, Angle Hall, and paid him all themay he had received for
the cotton above the amount the groceries amouatestmething like $1500
and told him where the wagon and groceries were.rigxt day he brought
the wagon and groceries up to Angle Hall and detide¢hem to my father.

This illustrates the faithfulness amhésty of the negro slave and loy-
alty to his master. All Jeff had to do in Memphiasato take possession of the
money and groceries and that would have been tthefeh

EAPCo it

(Article furnished by David Gay)
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Genealogical Society |

(This article was published in the January 201Léssef the Rolling Greens News)

Hello fellow Rolling Greens Residents! | would like share with you
something that might interest you. If you are gistious or an avid genealo-
gist, | have great news for you! Did you know that own Marion County
has a Genealogical Society? Not only do we, histecellent! | have been a
member for over a year now. We meet at the libheng in Ocala on the third
Thursday of the month September through June freghpth. A nicer, more
accepting group of people you will not find anywdnetse! Besides that, they #& &
are helpful and encouraging. | really am a noviteranly four to five years H §
of consistent research. However, | have leapeddaha hundred-fold by L+
what | have learned at the MCGS meetings. The foisrgimple, we have a =
round table question & answer or a quick, mini kéag on something new | Marion County Main Library.
for about 30 mm. We break for 10 min, then havery ghort business meet-
ing. This is an uplifting time as the various corttee heads report on what
they have accomplished and/or on upcoming everiade around the state
and the south east. The last hour is a formal tegcBometimes it is one of
the local leaders or a guest speaker. We havefusbuge wall screen with
wifi. So, when you are being shown a new procedungeb page, not only
do you have a hand out telling you how, but also see it on the wall & are
shown exactly how to proceed. All people are ind/ite attend for three shown a new procedure or
months to see what we are about. After that iuggested that membership is \ep page, not only do you
acquired at only $15/year. Some of the committeethd following: (1) Re-
search for people wanting info about ancestors ertoe lived in Ocala and/
or Marion County; (2) Documenting local grave yabgsgetting the gps info,| how, but also you see it on
photographing the graves, & putting the info on¢benputer and on find-a- | the wall & are shown exactly
grave.com; (3) Documenting present and past Ob&sifrom the Star Ban-
ner; (4) Reporting on local, state and nationafexnces and events. Florida
has quite a few societies that share with eaclrjotheprogramming- seeking
new and interesting people, places and ideas; 1 tihyou how much
smoother my family info is to use and retrieve rtbat | am using the free
Genealogical Charts from the internet; Info theam use my Marion County
Library Card to get one free from the Lady Lakerhity which gives me
more access from home via their library card tessitwould normally have
to pay to see; (6) Volunteers to aid genealogieatches in the Genealogy
Room at the library; (7) Workshop meetings wherergone pitches inand = -
helps you do something like make a cd of your sedrphotos. | could go on @ |
and on. Why don’t you check us out? You can vigitweb site at http:// B '
MarionGenealogy.tripod.com which includes accessutovery professional ! I’
quad annual Newsletter, or simply come to a meefihgre is a calendar on |
the web page. By the way, we have some membersavehsnow birds that
we welcome back each winter. Some have flown ieaaly and came to our | Lady Lake Library
Christmas Party where we shared some of our faneiifjooms.

Andrea Jenkins

So, when you are being

have a hand out telling you

how to proceed.

- _
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Roman Funeral Head

Obituary photos are
typically chosen by either the
spouse or adult children of
the deceased

Confucius
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Obituary Photos are Getting
Younger!

(Continued from page 2)
twice as likely as men to have an obituary phott Was age-inaccurate.

Obituary photos are typically choserelifier the spouse or adult
children of the deceased. Traditionally, obituangios are chosen by family
members to show the deceased at the peak of ifieeif he fact that obituary
photos are getting younger suggests that “we vem®dccepting of aging in
the 1990s than we were back in the 60s” accordir@nderson. Age-
inaccurate obituary photos have steadily risen fig% of all obituary pho-
tos in 1967 to 36% in 1997. Furthermore, the reeas found that the odds
of having an age-inaccurate photo increased wétatie of the deceased.

In most societies across time, prestiten came with age and grow-
ing old was something to be celebrated by the féno were able to achieve
such a status. Consider the image below. It isdbl@éunerary head of a Ro-
man citizen from the First Century B.C. Notice #ged, bony structure,
deeply etched wrinkles, tight-lipped mouth andmsefrown. The image
prominently shows both the age and the personailitiye deceased. Al-
though the technology has evolved over the millermirom carved marble
to photographs, the concept of an obituary imagetg old and those cul-
tures that exhibited images of their dead usuatlysd in a realistic style that
accentuated individual features and the effectsgef

The researchers have pointed out thatadern times people are liv-
ing longer with chronic illnesses and the familyymwésh to show the de-
ceased as they appeared in younger, healthier.tiHoegever, they also point
out that this is unlikely to account for all of &hibwards younger obituary
photos. The creeping anti-ageism identified inWsstudy of obituary pho-
tos suggests from a genealogical perspective titaédty may be evolving the
definition of a person’s peak year towards an agehtyounger than the year
in which the person died.

The Longest Family Tree

Article courtesy of Genealogy in Time

Here is a good trivia question for gangists: According to the Guin-
ness Book of Records, who has the longest contmtanily tree? A bit of
reflection would suggest it is probably somebodydas and somebody who
came from a culture that valued written recordse @hswer is Confucius, the
ancient Chinese philosopher. Confucius (551-479 \B& revered even in
his own time as a great thinker and educator. Essendants now number in
the millions and his family tree extends to 80 gatiens.

Confucius’ descendants had a vestedast in keeping proper family

(Continued on page 7)
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The Longest Family Tree |

(Continued from page 6)
records. Successive generations were often hondgtkafficial positions
and titles of nobility by various imperial governmg. This practice ended
with China’s cultural revolution of the 1960’s, whifrowned upon genea-
logical practices as a means of perpetuating atrérezhing old customs and
families. However, as reported at the China Inteimermation Center, ge-
nealogy has come back into favor and the ConfuGrisealogy is once again
being written. It has taken over ten years to prepand the genealogy is ex- |
pected to be printed in several volumes sometink9d9.

One interesting lesson we can learmftioee Confucius Genealogy is
that it provides the longest continuous data selestendants (over 2,500
years). This long baseline can be used to calcthataverage length of a — e,
generation. So, here is another interesting tquestion for genealogists: A g;,{,w Tree
How long is a generation? Based on Confucius’ fpntlile best estimate over
the long run is that a generation is 32 years.

Genealogy Volunteering

by Darlene Vaillancourt Suite 101.com

Do you have a copy of a rare, old aragally hard-to-find history
book that has genealogical significance? Or evengumodern-day copy of | This site allows you to
such a book on CD-ROM? Or perhaps you live neargellibrary or ceme- | search for the book titles you
tery that would be of interest to other family tresearchers?

If this described you at all, you migbdnt to consider joining up wit
one of the online genealogy volunteer servicesrd hee different ones out
there, ranging from general look-ups in books kinig.requests from people
to photograph grave markers for them.

Though these people are volunteers$ dbasn't mean they will pay
for phone calls, photocopies, film or postage. boel expected to reimburse
for all expenses. Make sure you read the rulesgipslor instructions for any
of the sites you wish to use.

Random Acts of Genealogical KindneS®lunteers are listed by
area, and most people do local library look-upsisegphotographs and ceme-
tery visits.

Books We OwnThis volunteer group revolves around the various
books that members own. This site allows you tocketor the book titles
you are looking for, and make requests to have gungeresearched from it.

Genie AngelsNot a volunteer service, but a message boargder
nealogical research. Post your requests and gffgour own help if you can.
Also a good place for general genealogical disomssis long as it stays on
the topic of research.

Lookups from Privately Owned Resouraed Publications A list of
volunteers who own very unique, individual and ptely published history
resources. Many of these are for specific famiiesery limited regions.

h are looking for
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Your Family Tree Can Determine a
Baby’s Gender

Article courtesy of Genealogy in Time

Many studies have been conducted dweyears to determine what
factors influence the gender of a baby. The fatifilectively decides the gen-
der by passing either an X chromosome (makingla@ia Y chromosome
(making a boy), but what influences the fatherdaeeither an X or Y chro-
mosome?

A new study suggests the father’s fgrimge can have a significant
influence on the gender of a baby. As reportechbyBBC, researchers at
Newcastle University in the UK studied 927 familgds going back as far as
1600 and containing over half a million people. yfaund a statistical link
between the gender of a man’s siblings and wheltleeman was more likely
to father girls or boys. A man who had more mabdirsys tended to father
more boys, while a man with more female siblingsiesl to father more
girls. Yet one more reason to encourage peoplauttygheir family tree.

Lt
4 girls and 2 boys!



