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The increasing popularity of the inttrn =
has offered many new chances for people to e
change information from all over the world. Meg
sage boards are one way this information is ex{
changed in everything from sports to medicine.|
However, it can also be a way you can increasq .
your genealogy research. They allow you to co i
municate freely with people from all over in a p¥ «
lic forum so that you can have the maximum nu
ber of people possible looking at the informatio|
you are requesting. This is a great way for you |
be able to make contact with others that are int|
ested in genealogy like you.
First of all, if you are going to past a Investigating the 8
message board for any reason you should undk Genealoglcal Message Boards can be an  ppp Census
stand the consequences of what you post. Ren  xeellentresource fortying Lol fo-
ber that information on a message board, N0 Mauc:
what kind, is essentially public. What you pringété can be read by anyone and
can be quoted then to anyone. So make sure thattlewg you write in any mes-
sage you are going to post only has informatioib tinat you are comfortable
having anyone read or share with anyone else.ditiad, keep in mind that with
most message boards, the post is permanent ondatytbe submit button. So
you want to make sure you have no embarrassing typmformation you think
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you might regret. It is always going and worth yaunile to add that extra few Interest:

minutes so you can review the message before yawhbimit. * Verify your information!
So once you know you want to post geaealogy message board for in- . yngerstanding why cer-

formation exchange, you need to make sure yousosteffective. It is impor- tain names were used

tant not to make your posts long and bogged dowtin avion of information.
When it comes to a message board post, more iateskess is more. Make sure
what your post is detailed and concise rather taerbling and general. With a * A poem expressing emo-
more specific and concise message you are moilg tikget specific and helpful tion
responses from others. If you are general with ymst you will either get no re-
sponses or a ton of responses that may or mayavetdnything to do with the

(Continued on page 7)

* A letter to a Niece
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if one child dies young, the
next child of same sex will
get the same name

Children in traditional Norwegian
costumes.

ROOTDIGGER

Norwegian Naming Traditions |

Previously it was very common to “nacadl” children after family
members. If the tendency is as visible today ltasd to tell, due to the fact that
statistics are not that well documented in thisadigpent. However, the ten-
dency shows that there has been a substantialadecie this tradition over the
past centennial. Before 1900 up to 60 % of the laoys50 % of the girls where
named after their grandparents and 20-30% namedth#ir great grandpar-
ents. Today the numbers are down to 10-15 % ofeallborn are named after
their grandparents and less are named after theat grandparents. On the
other hand, the naming after uncles and auntsntasased a little. In the old
tradition mom and dad’s siblings’ names shoulde'tubed, unless if they had
the same name as the child’s grandparents or graadiparents.

This goes for naming the exact namertid calling” with names that
are similar or just start with the same letterragre common today than 100-
150 years ago, at least regarding naming aftgraitents, something that was
unthinkable in the 1®9century.

At that time they had strict rulesttiv@re common in most places in the
country.

1" son should be named after the paternal grandfatigethe 2 son af-
ter the maternal grandfather and tffeaBter one of the great grandparents and
eventually the %, 5", 6" after the other g. grandparents. THegitl should be
named after her paternal grandmother and thgi@ after her maternal grand-
mother and then the next girls will be named &fteir g. grandparents. How-
ever, there is one special variation that mighuocthe girl that the parents
meant should be the last child they have was naftedher mother. Supersti-
tion would have it that if they named the childeafthe mother they would have
no more children.

Reason for “name calling”

One has to go a long way back in timénd the superstition that was
the background for these traditions. For centuhedelief was that the ances-
tors qualities were transferred to the child ivds give their name. That only
goes for thegood qualities, those qualities that “stayed behindémabne was
deceased. Still further back in time there wasragggion that the deceased
would be offended if no one was named after thednthey would harm the
baby. At that time there was an iliness fatal talb@rns called “love”, which
according to old Norwegian folk lore was due torgrancestors not being
“name called”. Later on the “name calling” was sasrone way of honoring the
deceased ancestors, or if they were still aliibaak you for what they meant
and had given to the next generations (and maybaduore that the grandpar-
ents would contribute more to the grandchild’s feju Today these are proba-
bly the main reasons for “name calling” the childedter grandparents and g.
grandparents.

Another phenomenon from the early 9 dnd early 20 century is
that if one child dies young, the next child of gsasex will get the same name.
Sometimes a newborn would be named after a nevadgade family member
who had died at the time the baby was born. Oréyp thias the naming after un-

(Continued on page 3)
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Genealogy Without Sources is Mythology!

© Lorine McGinnis Schulze

How can you tell if the information posted by indivals on Internet genealogy
sites is valid? Some sites have sources, others #éfmw do you know what,

and when, to believe what you read online??

A good rule of thumb is....

Don't trust anything you find on the 'net (or elbeve) if it doesn't have sources.
Without sources you can't verify it, and you démdow whether the information
came from a reliable source or whether it came f@meat Aunt Martha who
may have some of it right, but may have mixed Ut #0o.

Maybe the info came from a book written by somebd@ years ago who didn't
have access to sources we have now, or who justgud it wrong.

Perhaps the information was transcribed for a wgbem a book source. That
book source was transcribed from a microfilm reashich was itself tran- e

scribed from the original. The chance of humanraggreatly increased with Greek mythology: Atlas sup-
each succeeding transcription. porting the heavens.

Even if the information has a source, you shouldbdi®-check it personally, ei-

ther from the original source or from an independ®eurce.

VERIFY, VERIFY, VERIFY!!!

You also want to think about the source itselthis source a good one? After

all, if Great Aunt Martha gives me information dretbirth or baptism of my 3rd

great-grandpa and | put it on the 'net, and sotii@e "Remembrances of Great

Aunt Martha", that's not necessarily a reliabl@ccurate source. After all, Great Don't trust anything you find
Aunt Martha did have that fall from a horse whea 8las a child and she IS 97 o the 'net Verify!

years old......

However if | source the birth or baptismal dateghwiull details on the church
where | saw the original record, or the publishaagcript of those church re-
cords, that's much more reliable.

When in doubt, remember.... .

"Genealogy without sources is mythology"
© Lorine McGinnis Schulze of The Olive Tree Gengglat http://olivetreegenealogy.com/index.shtml
Article may be copied as long as identifying infation and link to website is left intact

Norwegian Naming Traditions |
continued

(Continued from page 2)
cles and aunts acceptable. Another funny tradisoha widower got a new
wife, the first daughter would be named after hiesvpus wife. The same if a
widow got married, the first son would be nameeraffter previous husband.

It was only in the early 9@entury that boys could be “name called” a
ter their grandmothers or great grandmothers. isiance Karl was named after:
Klara and Andor after Anne. Girls on the other hgotimale names and the

. . . . . . What did you find up your family
ending —ine or —a like: Hansine, Jensine, Olava Was usually for younger  tree?

daughters who were named after grandfathers arad grandfathers if it looked

like they would not get any sons.
(article furnished by Jim Hedlund)
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Virginia Douglas’ Letter : I

A
Citron_Orange Lake, Fla June 16, 1880
My Dear Little Laura:-

Where shall | begin- I've so much th-t¢ou have gotten my horrid photo by this timdidve been
quite thin all Spring- & when | had that taken Issauch fatigued- WellSouth Ky Collegéhad a bang up
commencement. The last night was Thursdayd Miss Chase and myself had planned to starbaiack
on Friday morning but she was worn out from theryoff the week and unable to be up at that early-ho
so we started at 3 that evenint Cave City we parted- & | came by Montgomery, Na#e, Albany, Live
Oak & etc. reached Jacksonville on Wednesday, 10n& on Thursday evening | took the “Rosa” & sdile
up the St. Johns- It is such a lovely stream bra#shn & beautiful -1 sat on deck nearly all the while
Sometimes an alligator (the negroes call them ‘ig&tavould come to the surface and some of theoegyr
in the lower part of the boat would fire at theneTriver passes through a lake- and at that peififteen
miles wide- think of that vast sheet of water vilike southern sunlight glimmering uponstriking here &
there the tops of the waves. Sometimes | couldagethe low line of foliage on the shores so flveere
they_but as | ascended the stream grew narrower arabtigkering live oaksbeautiful palms & etc.- with
the gray moss hanging like a veil from the branaudsed much to the beauty- From the St. Johnsskerb
to the lakes by saithen took a small steamehe “Mayflower” to cross the lakes. She runs veplhand
crossing those immense bodies of water by moongjglie me something more beautiful and entirelyediff
ent than anything | ever saw. Being very tirednded at Yalaha, a beautiful placg about eleven o’clock-
stayed there till morning and then took the Okaheenkhe largest boat on the Oclawaha River- This riser
very narrow and winds after this fashigturn round) [she drew a swiggly curve across thgep It is wild
and beautiful- many birds of fine plumage are sm@ong the lilies & tall grasseaow & then- a stork and a
crane is seen just by the water’s edge. Yesterdaying | landed at Silver Spring- was invited toqeer
that lovely mirror of water in a row boat and adeejof course- It is wonderful —the water is foiget deep
and so clear that you can see the bottom everywiegfectly & | watched a pin fall to the bottom-offm
there | went to Ocala, a distance of six miles- Bimes Harris brought me out to the lakeange Lake is
six miles wide & eighteen long- We reached herenaght some time after nine and Dick Mary just retir-
ing. They extinguished their light just as we agatoed- Mr. Harris went a little ahead of me andedaht
the verandahl heard Mary say in a low tone “Mr. Douglas someyoalled’- & Dick asked what was
wanted. Mr. Harris replied that he would like taysall night. Dick_said I'll be out presently and began to
dress It took him some timeMr. Harris stepped up to me and said “He is putandiis Sunday clothes™-
whereupon | began to giggle- They heard me and Meergsed quickly and they both came to the door- Mr
Harris said Mr. D- my cousin, John Harris has ntbhen he can accommodate- will you be kind enough to
take this lady- Dick was then sure it was | & sdides | guess | know her.” They expected me to cape
the Oclawaha on the Okahumkee, but | was too tatedr and had to take a long, long route- so thene
not looking for me last night- Florida is beautiftthe orange groves are very fine—the fruit is aflegr
now it ripens about November. The wild oranges howewverstill hanging on the trees and the golden fruit
peeping from among the glossy foliage is lovely-

Thank you for sending Mr. Eagleton’s letter. | fitigat his brother Mr. William Eand family live eight
miles from Ocalal hope to meet them sometim@cala is a very pretty little place- The housesvanry
nice_most of them white with green blindpleasant verandahs & et@eautiful live oaks with plenty of
moss- wide streetst is so cool and sweet lookindtee has been over to see me and | find him good-
looking -well behaved& a sweet child He is telling me about his little palmetto boat.rylaends love to

(Continued on page 5)
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Virginia Douglas’ letter

continued

(Continued from page 4)

all- & so do I. Please write very soon.
Lovingly

V. Douglas

Page 5

8!
Okahumkee On The Ocklawaha, 1890s
photo

What a long round about
way to get to Citra.
Remember this was done in
1880!

irginia Douglas married Marcus Rice and moved larifla years after this letter was written. She vaased by the Stickley family at Cedar Creek \fifgiafter

her parents died. She is 26 when this was writée.died July 8, 1908 and is buried in Citra Elari

2 The letter is written to Laura Kate Stickley (aig®, her cousin, at Cedar Creek.

3 Virginia (or Gennie as she was called) graduatech fSouth Kentucky College, Hopkinsville KY, and
then took this trip to visit family in Florida.

“Dick is Richard C. Douglas — this may be her cousin

(Virginia’s letter furnished by Phyllis Sennewald)
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Beartooth Mountains in South Central
Montana

| gaze into the embers,
| hear the north wind blow.
A vision comes before me,
More bright the embers
glow.

SN

The Unknown Girl, Mildred (Millie)
Schrandt
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That Unknown Girl of Mine

By E. B. Swenson

Like many girls did during WWII amdrlier in WWI when letters were posted
to unknown members of the military in far off landsy mother, in the winter of 1921-
1922 at the age of 18 wrote a letter to a lumbé&rjathe Beartooth mountains of Mon-
tana near Red Lodge. His reply to her was in dhenfof a poem hand written in a
small note book. Apparently he asked for the boaék, as each successive poem was
added into the note book. A total of seven pobythe “Beartooth Poet” were in-
cluded in the book which was not found by my datll gome 56 years later and after
my mother had passed away. Therefore the ab@raso is all conjecture, but we do
know that he must have made a lasting impressiomymother for her to keep the
small note book with her most treasured possessipta/be the name similarity is

why my mother later met my dad).

I have selected the poem belowfasllit best represents the quality and emo-

tions of the author’s writing.

Joel R Swanson

To MY Unknown Girl

The moon is at its fullest
The evening bells toll nine.
While | think about her
That unknown girl of mine,

I
| draw mental pictures
Of her, as | dream
But what'’s the use, she’s so unreal
That girl I've never seen.

11
At times | picture her timid
a girl that does not smile,
Only stareing, stareing,
No smile to beguile.

v
Then the Vision disappears
But another takes it’s place.
My heart goes patter patter
She’s got a smiling face.

Y,
But alas! that vision leaves me
I'm sad, lonely & blue.
But will she send her picture?
That girl | never knew.

\
| gaze out through the window
the moon is sinking low,
It's last bright rays are leaving
upon the sparkling snow.

\
Then shadows come a creeping
The moon’s last rays have died,
| draw my chair across the room
To my cherry fire-side.

VIl
| gaze into the embers,
| hear the north wind blow.
A vision comes before me,
More bright the embers glow.

IX
It's her, | softly whisper
As | gaze into the light
It's a perfect vision,
At last I've pictured her right.

X
| hear the embers crackle,
The vision is no more,
And once again an emptiness
Has circled round my door.

Xl
Then the world grows dreary
| cannot declare a truce
That dark clouds have enshrouded me
Oh hell, but what's the use,

Xl
For the moon will be shadow,
There’ll be no more sunshine,
Until she sends her picture
That unknown girl of mine.
E B Swenson

(Ed Note: she sent a picture)
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The Magic of Internet Message
Boards

by Paul Duxbury and Kevin Cook
continued

(Continued from page 1)

information you are after. If you are looking fospecific family member in
your post, make sure you put in full names, bidted, marriage dates, and
death dates. Put down specific locations that yay have and even the
names of parents or children. The more of thislyaxe, the more likely you
are to get actual meaningful information.

It may seem either obvious or sillyt good grammar and spelling
are going to be important. People are much moedito respond to a post
that seems to have been put up by someone whadosiseln addition, if you
use good grammar and punctuation, you are ledy li@de misunderstood.
You always want information to be precise and thaist one way to make
sure that your information is indeed clear. Aldweak for typos before you
hit submit. Again, a typo, a misplaced comma, st ad spelling can cause
a real problem with your post if you are not cakeBo just take a little extra
time to make sure you are saying what you wanayo s

Lastly, make sure you always write hagw would want to be written
to, which is sort of the golden rule of messaged®ao matter what the
topic is. Make sure you always check your post latyufor replies. If some-
one does reply to you, acknowledge them in a tirfediion. If you don't
have time to write back in detail right away atsedrop them an email
"thank you" to acknowledge receipt of their infotroa. Courtesy is gener-
ally appreciated very much in any message boargt@amaent.

If you enjoy genealogy, then you prdgaitready know that the
internet is an invaluable resource. However, youalao use the internet to
get in touch with people who may be sources forg®well. A good geneal-

ogy message board is a great way to get in toutthpeiople that may be able

to help you find information you are missing orsimply form a support sys-
tem. Just make sure you are courteous and condisgaur information and
polite to your fellow message board members soythatwill have a positive
experience with genealogical message boards.

About the Authors

Paul Duxbury and Kevin Cook own www.amateur-gergisi@om and www.our-family-
trees.co.uk two of the leading Genealogy Webslteaddition Paul owns a wide range of
exciting websites which can be viewed at www.padidry.com

Page 7

Posting to a message board may iden-
tify these three children.

make sure you put in full
names, birth dates, marriage
dates, and death dates

Computers have replaced the
handwritten family tree.
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Investigating the DDD

- Census!

Is the person [on the
day of the Enumera~
tor's visit] sick or
temporarily disabled,
50 a8 to be unable to
attend to ordinary
business or duties?

If #o, what is the sick-
ness or disability?

yd

2 ‘ lnmrm,/

Deaf and Dumb, /

|»

Blind, /
_; i lllh-IIC./

| Maimed, Crippled, Bedridden, or otherwise disabled,

15

-
=
—
=1
)
$
S

i

If your ancestor’s 1880 US censusrigtias a mark in columns 15
through 20 (indicating whether he was sick or teraply disabled; blind;
deaf and dumb; idiotic; insane; or maimed, crippleztiridden or otherwise
disabled), look for his name in the 1880 supplemesthedules of
“Defective, Dependent and Delinquent classes.”

These “DDD” schedules, taken for otilg 880 census, give more
information on individuals with physical handicagrsmental iliness; prison-
ers; and those who lived in institutions for therfedess.

You won't always find these specialehles with regular, or
“population,” census schedules. Several states’ Bbiedules are on Na-
tional Archives or Family History Library microfilpothers are in state ar-
chives or large genealogical libraries. Locatiamérid the DDD records are

Excerpt from the 1880 census  |isted at: http:/familytreemagazine.com/upload/images/PDF/Bbiedules.pdf
(Thank Family Tree Magazine for doing the reseant making the list available)



