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The Great Genealogical Need |
By: Leo Talbot

For those of you that are experienced gene _ |
gists and have so far weathered the storms of yéges
research through dusty archives, old Bibles, sape
cient relatives with unreliable memories, cold ce
teries, civil war records and all sorts of Vitaldeeds,
and who are now in the ‘nirvana’ of online re-
search...this article is for you.

Who have you introduced, of late, ts thost
exciting and worthwhile personal and family past-®
time, next to the nurturing of our immediate fanoly
course? Introducing Genealogy to his grand-

May | ask respectfully, but with convor,  daughter
when was the last time you shared with somebody
close to you a heart warming story about one df theect, but deceased, ances-
tors: Perhaps something that they have never ledode? When did you last
take a grandson or granddaughter to visit a cemateran old church where they
could see some old baptismal records, or to th&aS8ecurity Death Index
(SSDI) and Social Security Death Records(SSDRyedfi or some other place of
relevant interest?

For that matter, again with respectewivas the last time you shared
with somebody, who does not get involved with wy@i know to be of great
personal value, something of a ‘testimonial’ abebat is going on in the earth in
relation to those who are responsible for theingdiere in the first place???

Of the thousands that somehow do conemére pursuit of genealogy
(family history), only few ‘survive’. There are maneasons for this high
‘mortality rate’. One of the most often quoted“issimply takes too much of my
time”. It's true! Genealogy does consume time, ksl of it. But this is more
than just a search for names, dates and pladesa gearch for the discovery of

=t s

our own identity, and in a sense, the discoverywfnation, as we seek for those

of our ancestors who left their footprints somevehiertime. Unfortunately the
(Continued on page 2)
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Marion County Genealogy
Society member passes
away.

Flora "Flo" Reeq
Walter, 84, died at Estelle's
Hospice House May 21,
2008. She was a native of
Marion County, born in
Weirsdale and moved to
Belleview in 1959. She wa{
an insurance salesperson gnd
veteran of WW Il serving in
the United States Navy.
Burial will be at Florida
National Cemetery, Bush-
nell.

Special points of
interest:

*« Remember Genealogy is
all about family

« Create interest for future
generations

» Document your memo-
ries

¢ Pass on your skills to
others
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What story is contained in this
picture?

Since the first Genealogical
Society was established back
in 1836, more pages of
research have been
produced than existed in the
world at that time.

Niagara County Historical Society
Library
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‘apprentices’ get worn out before they discoverttiie joy of this
‘recreation’. This should be genealogical ‘recrealti not genealogical
‘work’.

What is needed to maintain the intea@st commitment of our ‘new’
colleagues? The answer is simple: They need tatifiadstories’ of their an-
cestors, not just the data. It's the stories thltkeep them coming back,
back to the genealogical libraries, online fa@htithe churches, the cemeter-
ies, back to those Vital Records, back to theingvancestors, back for more.
But they’ll need more data won't they? Yes they vaecause the data will
help them to find the stories.

Encourage them not to get lost in thedy days on all the collateral
lines, dealing with cousin ‘this’, and second caughat’. The almost irre-
sistible emotional attraction lay in the sagashefdirect ancestors; the men
and women from whom they sprang.

It will help if they understand thaicheaof us is a physical and
‘spiritual’ composite of those who have gone befd¥e need to encourage
them to look for the stories that are behind thmes dates and places, so
that they can begin to see and feel who they rea#ly To see the character
traits in ancestors, that they recognize in themesglotherwise, researching
the Social Security Death Index (SSDI), the So8edturity Death Records
(SSDR), the myriad of Vital Records such as bidéath and marriage certifi-
cates, old church baptismal records and the likewils, probate documents
and shipping lists, will simply wear them out. Ratlthan searching through
the cemeteries for those interesting headstoneg]lthe buried under one.

It may come as a surprise to many of, yut genealogical research
needs every advocate and devotee possible. WhyguBethe fact is, that the
more researchers there are, the more records weveisand the more rele-
vant research we produce.

Since the first Genealogical Societywatablished back in 1836,
more pages of research have been produced thaadceiighe world at that
time. For history to make a contemporary contrimtwhether family his-
tory or the history of communities or nations,asho be researched, written
about and indexed. It has to be made availableg tgiven ‘true’ meaning, by
being able to be absorbed into the lives of eaalspfo touch us, to motivate
us, or perhaps to cause us to revile at certarctipes of the past. History,
and its records, cannot be allowed to lie dormadtaused.

If you are one of those who has a life-time memiprat the SSDI or
SSDR etc, and you are known in genealogical cifttea New York to San
Francisco, and you are in the Guinness Book of Riscimr the most names
submitted to the IGI, please ask yourself, notwithding all the data you
have collected, is it not the stories about yoveaiancestors that really

(Continued on page 5)
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Grandpa's Book

By: David McLeod

It's Grandpa's 80th birthday in a few months timd, af course, he’s
impossible to buy for. You want to come up with sbhing you can be sure
that he doesn't already have. One thing that odouysu from your recent
visits is that it's his memories which are becomimgre and more important
to him.

So you're going to use these memonendke something personal
for him - a gift of love. A gift which records theghlights of his life, which
preserves some of his story for future generatiand,which presents his
Place in History.

It's not as hard as it sounds, as lasgou remember a few basic

rules:
Rule number one - keep it simple. You don't warlidmverwhelmed by the | Grandpa

task and find it impossible to finish.

Rule number two - this presentation is about Grandpt about your pub-

lishing skills.

Rule number three - don't tell Grandpa!!!

OK, so what comes first? Start with fibleler or binding. A 'spring-
back' or ‘clip-together’ folder is ideal because gan complete one page, put
it in the folder, and feel you are actually gettsggnewhere. Remember that
deadline? Whatever point you're at by the timebiltnday comes around a | Cchoose a format which
loose leaf format can be made to look complete.

What comes next? Decide on the approagbur presentation.
Choose a format which allows you to complete orméiGge at a time, or to section at a time, or to
change the order of your pages at a later date.r&ally don't want someone | change the order of your
to come up with the absolute classic photo or sébithe last minute and find
that there’s no way you can include it.

Next, think about paper. Try two conmpéntary types of paper - one
plain for written information, the other with a lo@r which acts like a photo
frame. Alternate the written and photographic patfjggou have multiple
photo pages for each written page, don't worryjdbse-leaf format allows
you to mix and match.

Lastly, think about the mechanics afdurction for Grandpa's Place in
History. Obviously you'll need access to a compuiat if you don't have a
scanner or adequate photo quality printer, see waatlocal photo shop can
do for you (or co-opt a friend).

Now start writing. Begin with some bft genealogy you have spent
so much time searching for. It doesn’t matter ifi yion’t have a complete E ) \
history — this is not the Oxford Dictionary! Divige®ur information up into ‘i\
decades if possible. That way you don't ignorerdimeesection of his life. It
also makes you more aware of which sections ofifeisbout which you If you don't have a computer it can stil

. . . . . be done!
know very little. Now is the time to find out be#oit’s too late.

In each of the decades of his lifeune the obvious major points -

allows you to complete one

pages at a later date

(Continued on page 8)
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Create a Family History!

Ask family or friends if you
can copy any original photos
that you don't own.

Use current technology when-
ever possible.

ROOTDIGGER

Create your Own Traditions with
Family to Help Future Genealogists

By: Paul Duxbury and Kevin Cook

Have you ever wished you could ask your Great-Uderge how
soldiers felt about World War | or your Great-A¢orgina how she weath-
ered the Great Depression? Or perhaps you rueskef your Grandmother
Gretel's recipe for delicious German strudel? Faitndditions and lore can
be completely lost in a generation or two if fagslido not actively take steps
to preserve their history. A family history is @&y, and preserving your
legacy for your grandchildren and great-grandchildran be an invaluable
gift. You don't have to sit down and write out bdaous record of your fam-
ily history, however, in order to preserve yourdeg, although that would in-
deed be an incredible gift. Small projects and fawily traditions can instill
an invaluable sense of history in future generation

If your house burned down tonight and gould only save one of
your belongings, what would it be? A frequent refolyhat question is
"family photos." As the old saying goes, "A pictusevorth a thousand
words." Nothing is more interesting than realizyoy have your grandfa-
ther's nose or your great-grandmother's eyes. Blwato become disorgan-
ized, scattered, and, in the end, meaningless, Ve you don't take steps
now to compile them into some semblance of orddrtarshare them with
younger generations. Ask family or friends if yanaopy any original pho-
tos that you don't own. Describe the people inpthetographs, either orally
or in writing. Regale your children and grandcheldwith anecdotes about
your summer trips to the beach or the day you datinghprize-winning fish.
Placing your photos in a scrapbook is a particylpdwerful way to preserve
their meaning and message, and be sure to incéepcaptions and other
written descriptions of the pictures. Also, dooftget to include other impor-
tant documents, such as birth certificates, ol@énegards, or original art
work, poetry, or songs in the scrapbook. Even if goe not artistically in-
clined, the acid-free scrapbook paper and gluepsiserve your photographs
and memorabilia for years to come, so just slaptbato the paper as best
you can. A lovingly-composed scrapbook will redigcome a family treas-
ure.

Another way to capture an image is ime®. On a lazy Sunday after-
noon, take your home video camera and sit down antblder family mem-
ber. By asking certain questions, you can mine tinemories for gems of
wisdom and valuable family anecdotes. You can la&dp steer the interview
so that it is relatively chronological or comprebise. Perhaps the inter-
viewee may even want to prepare his answers befocelAsk about family
residences, including physical descriptions or ewepom-by-room verbal
tour. Sensory descriptions are particularly intengs Talk about ethnicity

and religion and its impact on family traditionsomstoms. Ask family mem-
(Continued on page 5)
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Family Traditions

continued

(Continued from page 4)

bers about major historical events. Move the disicursfrom childhood
friends to high school events to college, caresd,ramance. Perhaps you
could even interview people from the past, sucblédriends or current
spouses, about the interviewee. Also encouragefaouity members to share
the disappointments and struggles that they faseuedl as the life lessons
and wisdom that they gained. A permanent recorbbbnly your family
member's memories but also the way they lookedalkdd is an invaluable
gift to future generations.

If you don't have a video camera, thea a tape recorder; and if you
don't have a tape recorder, then use a pen and ferecord your family : A :
history. Start a journal, and include not only thbts and feelings but also Get back to your roots if possible.
descriptions of current events and culture. Suatard will be fascinating to
your descendants, no matter how mundane it may se#dm present. There
are numerous book and internet sites about joungali writing a memoir
that can help you get started.

Finally, make your family history arienactive experience for your
children and grandchildren. Visit the house where grew or the country
from which your grandparents immigrated. Seeintpaeofirst-hand will give | camera, then use a tape
future generations a sense of their backgroundeotd. Permanent edifices | recorder; and if you don't
also provide valuable clues about the economy jtaatire, and culture of
the time in which family members lived. In additjonake your grand-
mother's German strudel with your children, or ketliem how to play a har-| use a pen and pencil to
monica like their Great-Uncle George. Pass youtssand wisdoms down 10 | ecord your family history.
them in ways they can enjoy. Such highly sensopgeggnces are not easily

forgotten.
Article Source: http://www.familyhistoryarticles.oco
About the Authors Paul Duxbury andsikeCook own www.amateur-genealogist.
com and www.our-family-trees.co.uk two of the leagdGenealogy Websites. In addition
Paul owns a wide range of exciting websites whih lse viewed at www.our-family-trees.
co.uk
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(Continued from page 2) ‘
touch you, and help to fill your heart and mindwtihe wonder of all that has) &,
come to you through them?

Well, if this strikes a chord with yquiease, make up your mind to-
day, that you will do something that will stimulateother person’s interest?
You might just add another valuable researchehapes the best yet, to Ge- | o can there be a story that has

nealogical research? no end? The story is of our family
Article Source: http://www.familyhistoryarticles.oco ~ it has no end."
Leo Talbot enjoys searching genealegprds such as the social security death in-
dex to build his family tree.

If you don't have a video

have a tape recorder, then
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Do you remember learning from
your Grandmother?

The business failed because
her husband had such a kind
heart he gave food away to
anyone who needed.

| -

Barbershop
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Gramma’s Rocking Chair

By: Cheryle Hoover Davis

She sat, enfolded in shadows, brushing her lond, fir. Gramma
rocked gently, the rhythm of her brush matchingdbi ‘tap tap’ of her slip-
pers on the floor.

This was Gramma’s routine for as load ean remember. Brushing
her hair while rocking in her favorite old chairs Asat on the edge of her
bed, watching her sing-song movements, | wonddriédl ever look like that.
She hardly had a gray hair, even after raisingtaigidren during the Great
Depression. Four sons in WWII, one daughter stilbanother daughter dis-
abled after a fall from the porch. Gramma was aazang woman.

Born into large family herself, Grammeglped raise her brothers and
sisters. Her mother was of German stock and omleediamilies who pio-
neered in the lowa Territory before it became testder father was Irish and
Cherokee-Choctaw Indian. She always laughed abaticbmbination, espe-
cially with her dark hair and eyes and long skitttg neighbor children would
tease her about being “gypsy”. She’d chase themwitlif a broom, certainly
not helping her image as that ‘gypsy Indian’ wom&ypsy” was not a nice
name in those days.

Her name was Elsie. Elsie May. She mdmy grandfather when she
was only seventeen years old, and had her fird alhithe tender age of
eighteen. Grampa was of old German stock...his fasndgigins reaching
back to the Switzerland Mennonites escaping raligioersecution. He was
twenty one when he married Elsie, and loved thahamall his life.

Elsie and her new husband startedtauemnt in a small town in
lowa, near where they grew up. The business faigduse her husband had
such a kind heart he gave food away to anyone wleded. After joining the
railroad, like his own grandfather, Grampa raisedfémily for thirty years
on the wages of a foreman. Elsie and Eber had jiiteicut out for them as a
parents of eight during the Depression.

Gramma knew how to cook! Everythingnfirescratch’ and made to
fill as many hungry mouths as possible. Goodnfyliold fashioned German
foods....homemade noodles, steaming in a huge gmeeffbroth...I'll never
forget how good it was to go to Gramma’s on Surfdaginner!

Not until many years later did | realtzow difficult it must have been
for her to feed so many with so little.

Elsie had migraines. Oh, how this peoman suffered, and how she
could cope with eight children, only God knows.

Elsie’s father, James, was a barb&swn. Now, in those days, being
a barber meant also pulling teeth and fixing minguries. James’ mother,
Mahala (the full blood Choctaw) was a ‘medicine vear) working with the
local doctor as a midwife. Everyone called her “Mialy” and she was well
respected.

(Continued on page 7)
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Gramma’s Rocking Chair

continued

(Continued from page 6)
| wonder if Elsie ever watched her Gnaanbrushing her long , black

hair?

Elsie’s eldest daughter, Zola, was thgahnd strong, and helped her
mother raise all those children. Many years lateta told me how her
mother agonized over her sons’ welfare in the \Wanv they kept track of
my father when it was reported he was missing wtegiship, the U.S.S. He-
lena was sunk in the Kula Gulf. He came home a.hdyoGramma was a
hero too.

As she sat there, in the twilight of her little beoim, in the house she
raised her family in, | admired her strong face, deentle hands, her tiny feet
tapping the floor as she rocked. By this time,lesband had passed away, | wwi Soldier
her children were all grown and gone (with childcértheir own), and she
was living alone in that big old house.

The memories of her life surrounding, iner eldest granddaughter
watching her, silently, sharing a moment neitheultdorget.

As | looked around the room, | saw pillow my father had sent her
while onboard the U.S.S. Helena. Silk, with frireged tassels, as only a war
era souvenir pillow could be. “The U.S.S. Helenedyally printed on the
front, and my father’s signature: “To My Mother,tiviove”. The handwrit-
ing was typical of a seventeen year old, in itppascrawl. This was just be- )
fore Pearl Harbor. Little did either of them kndw.a few short weeks, the Grampa made it for her
beginning of a long series of sea battles wouldroence. when their first child was

| saw the picture of Grampa on the wHitle old oak frame with it's
well cared for patina, surrounding his photo. Hes Wweenty one in that pic-
ture, and | could see why my Gramma loved him s@iB blue eyes, hand-
some, and a kindness that one could detect irgtate face. They made a
beautiful couple.

There, on her dresser top, sitting tvaad-crocheted doily, were her
toiletries. An old atomizer for the perfume sheshamore. A small pin tray
for her hair pins when she let that long hair dawnight. She told me it was
a “Jenny Lynd” tray, made of milk glass. An oldtgilamed hand mirror,
small scissors, a button off her mother’s dress.

That old rocking chair: Grampa mad®ither when their first child
was born. She suckled them all, rocked them tgsle@nforted the cry-
ing....all in that big old chair.

Gramma’s long gone now. Her big oldickds in her eldest grand-
son’s home.

I'll never forget Gramma’s Rocking Chand the life she lived in it.
Article Source: http://www.familyhistoryarticles.co

Genealogy is Cheryle Hoover Davissgian and her blog “Surnames and Her- Remember gramma’s hand made doi-
names” can be found at: surnamesandhernames.btagepband more at eHow: www. lies?
ehow.com/members/Ceile.html

That old rocking chair:

born.
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Grandpa's Book

continued

(Continued from page 3)

I birth, school, work, marriage, children, grandcteldl But decide whether you

S want to include the external events in your mai, ter whether to include them
as separate lists (this gives you a chance torgghar page completed and in the
binder). If you decide to separate the externahts/om the main story, make

-~ sure you personalize them (include his footbaklnsasuccesses).

Cover page of a family history book. Maybe you can't get a comprehensiveumoof his whole life, in particu-

simply not available. If that's the case then yan take a different but equally
effective approach.

Instead of doing a chronological preésgon, collate his book as a series of portr&itech friend or
relative who provides you with a story about Grambdpcomes part of that particular portrait. It cdtematter
if each portrait covers the same topics, because gerson will have their own particular memoriBsat way
you present a series of portraits which reflechow their lives intertwine with Grandpa's and hifwtheirs.

Finish Grandpa’s book with a collagehbtos of those who surround him now — his cat ewan be

as much a part of his family now as you are, sdtdorget the “real family”.

Article Source: http://www.familyhistyarticles.com

David McLeod and his wife have haddtsiof enthusiasm over many years chasing geriealogformation. You can see
more of Grandpa'’s book on their website www.Gengam.



