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Getting to Know Our
Organization and its People | .. cwe s00s

First in a series about the Marion County Genealogal Society

It all started with a phone call frony 86 year old mother in the spring of Inside this issue:
1988. She told me her eyes were not as good psiHeel

to be and she was going to get rid of a bunchmfl{ahis- Alferd Packer 2
tory she had accumulated over the years. | sa@ fShe
asked me to look it over to see if there was angti John Crane 4

might be interested in, and then throw out what m@sof
interest. Reluctantly | agreed, only to keep reggy. |
started to read one folder after another and fonady fas
cinating stories. | started asking myself questiike "I
wonder what ever happened to my great grandmottesr
my great grandfather died?" That was it! | waskeul!

| compiled the information my mothedHaund o
my father's line, and after further research aipd tio
Georgia, | compiled my first book for the Octoberl®89
Bell family reunion. It was titled The AncestonsdaDe- Arnold Davis lifetime mermber
scendants of Henry Green Bell and Abigail Janed®mn anq first President of the Society

(my grandparents).

National Convention 5

Tarlton Brown 6

(Continued on page 7)

Why is it so much more likely that parents will give a son his
father's first name than give a daughter her mothe's first name? Special points of

—Kary Anne Tamblyn, Ellicott City, Md. interest:
K L. . ¢ Our organization and its
Daughters are not reared as independent individugtdifelong sur- history

names, so giving a girl only her mother's first masimostly pointless. It's the
combination of a first name and a surname thatesean identity.

Boys and girls both start life with ithiather's last name. But girls usually « Honorable ancestors
drop their surname when they get married, chan@irige name of their father- « Convention information
in-law. | believe both men and women should ke thremarital surnames
throughout life. When they get married and havédcén, sons would take their
father's surname, and daughters would take thetinens surname. The benefit to
girls and women would be enormous while costingsbayd men nothing—

except the fun of claiming ownership of the opposix!
From Parade Magazine, Nov. 25, 2007, Marilyn vogeba

« Notorious ancestors

« Gravestone humor
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N Shyvie

Alferd Packer

A member of the Marion
County Genealogical Society
submitted this information to

document that not all of our
ancestors were upstanding
citizens!!!

Uniontown, Pennsylvania

Here lies the body of Jona-

than Blake. Stepped on the
gas instead of the brake.
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ALFERD PACKER
Jan 21, 1842—Apr 23, 1907

by Fred & Jo Mazzulla

Alferd Packer, a Cannibal, was born in Alleghenyfty, Pa., Janu-
ary 21, 1842. He was by occupation, a shoemakehedage of 20, he
enlisted in the Union Army, April 22, 1862, at Wimey Minnesota, and was
honorably discharged December 29, 1862, at Forai@ntNew York, due to
disability. He went west working at his trade angaged in prospecting.

On November 8, 1873, as a guide for a party of 2fh,rhe left Bing-
ham Canyon, Utah to go to the gold fields of Callerderritory. Part of their
food supply was accidentally lost crossing a rimera raft. A most severe
winter made travel extremely hazardous. The foodorat. Late in January of
1874 they found shelter and food at Chief Ouragisig near Montrose,
Colorado. On February 9th, Packer and five compemnieft the camp, con-
trary to the advice of Ouray.

Packer arrived alone at the Los Pinos Indian Agenesr Saguache,
on April 16, 1874. He was fat and had plenty of eyrHis conduct invited
suspicion and questioning by Otto Mears and Geratains. Packer broke
down and made two confessions. He admitted thaatddived off of the
flesh of his five companions the bigger part of $hey days he was lost be-
tween Lake San Cristobal and Los Pinos Agency.

The five bodies were found. Packer was placeddaregeon in Sa-
guache, but made good his escape through the aid acomplice on Au-
gust 8, 1874. He was arrested eight years laterfFara Fetter- man, Wyo-
ming, March 11, 1883. He was tried at Lake Citylo€ado, April 6-13,
1883, found guilty and sentenced to death.

The Lynch Mob was ready to take over. To preveist fhacker was
moved during the night to the Gunnison jail, whieeeremained for three
years. His case was appealed to the Colorado Sepfamrt and reversed on
October 30, 1885 (8 Cob. 361, 8 Pac. 564) dudé¢claicality, because he
was charged under a Territorial law, but tried urad8tate law. The second
trial was held in Gunnison, Colorado, August 2-83@. The jury returned a
verdict of guilty of manslaughter for each of tivefvictims. The court sen-
tenced the defendant to 8 years for each of thetbns, or a total of 40
years. Packer served in the penitentiary at Cantyn Colorado from 1886 to
1901.

Sob sister Polly Pry of The Denver Post, and lawWer. W. “Plug
Hat” Anderson were given the task of getting Paglaoled. “Plug Hat”
came up with the proposition that the offense hgiaocurred on an Indian
Reservation, the trial should have been in a Fédetat and not a State
court. There appears to be merit to this theory.

Bonfils and Tammen wanted Packer as a sideshow Wwéh their

(Continued on page 3)
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ALFERD PACKER

continued

(Continued from page 2)

Sells-Floto Circus. Governor Thomas sent to Satel@ity for Doc Shores.
Doc told of intercepting Packer’'s mail while he veiweriff of Gunnison
County. Doc testified that Al was filthy, vulgaelésh, and to sum up, a dis-
grace to the human race. The Post was winningghg but the Governor
had an ace up his sleeve. On January 10, 1901ePsigkied a parole agree-
ment that provided, “He (Packer) shall proceednaedo Denver, and there | .
remain, if practicable, for a period of at least\gars and nine months from & ==
this date.” i

Packer had earned about $1,500.00 making hairangdair bridles
while a prisoner. He paid “Plug Hat” a fee of $25.Bon and Tam demandedBSSss She SRS G v
half of the fee. An argument developed in Bonfilffice. Present were Bon- | packer's Marker in the Littleton,
fils, Tammen, Polly Pry and Anderson. Bonfils skidmderson across the Colorado Cemetery.
face. Anderson went across the street, got hisagdrreturned to the office,
entered without knocking and shot Bonfils in thelnand chest and Tammen
in the shoulder and chest. Both ducked under Poliyl skirt. Anderson had
fired four times and had one shot left in his gda.was waiting to use that
last bullet. Bonfils raised Polly’s skirt to seeattwas going on. Anderson
noticed that Bonfils was shaking like a leaf anat the was dripping wet. This
struck Anderson’s funny bone, and he jumped updaveh and rocked with That laughter saved the lives
laughter. That laughter saved the lives of the owoé The Post.

Anderson was tried three times for the crime ohaksvith the intent
to murder. The first trial started April 19, 190@ddlasted 9 days. The jury
disagreed and was discharged. The same resultrodsged after a 9-day
trial on August 2, 1901. The third trial startedMember 12, 1901, and four
days later the jury returned a verdict of “not guifl

The defense attorney, Col. John G. Taylor, madedtatement, “I be-
lieve that The Denver Times was fairer to us thanaher paper. The tone
all the way through showed the facts exactly ag tiere, and | desire to give
due credit to the stand the paper took in the matte

The trial judge said to Anderson: “Your motive vaahnirable, but
your marksmanship was abominable.”

The Packer Story was popularized by Gene FowldpHR@arr, and
Herndon Davis. Our Colorado Cannibal is hashedrahdshed badly by pulp
magazines at least twice a year. We know this twusebecause we sell the
the pictures. Members of The Packer Club can bedadw all parts of the
world. Today, you can buy a Packer sandwich an@lpership card in The
Packer Club for $1.50. ol I

Packer died April 23, 1907 and is buried in Litlet Colorado. Ruidoso, New Mexico

Thousands of tourists visit his grave every summer. Here lies Johnny Yeast... Pardon
(ed note: Even as late as 1989 efforts were unalete finally determine the truth in the Al me for not rising.
Packer story!)

of the owners of The Post
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The Spirit!!!!

he was picked up senseless,
to all appearance dead

Thurmont, Maryland
Here lies an Atheist, all dressed
up and no place to go.
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JOHN CRANE
Dec 7, 1744—Aug 26, 1805

Genealogy of the Crane Family" written be EllergiBiell Crane published in 1895

When he was only 15 years old volunteered to sertlee army as a
substitute for his father, who had been draftedias in delicate health.

On his return, John, with his elder brother, Abi{atane junior
learned the Housewright trade, and together theiglt in 1767 of Andrew
Beleher, a house, land and a shop in Boston onah&siseet, now Tremont,
near Dr. Byles’s meeting-house, and butted by tardeacon John Eliot,
John Withington, and directly opposite what is ndullis Street, where Jo-
seph Lovering'’s tallow chandlery stood (a place wleandles are made from
tallow). Further down Tremont Street, on the plaeintcalled Long Acre, near
the old Province House, Adino Paddock, a Londortlcaaaker, owned a
large estate. He had some young elms bought frerRébbins farm at Brush
Hill in Milton, but John Crane and Gilbert Deblaét them out opposite Ma-
jor Paddock’s place before the South or “Granamyr{i;ng Ground. Paddock
was then a Captain of a train of artillery compostthechanics, in 1774, and
in that John Crane received his military training.

But John and his brother Ahijah were hot patriatg] it was at their
shop that some seventeen men under disguise Indddmen the afternoon of
December 16.1773, started for Griffin’s (now Livegb) wharf, where three
Indianmen, laden with tea, were anchored. As thegtwhrough the narrow,
crooked street, a crowd of men and boys swelleid tluenber to about sev-
enty.

When aboard ships, as John Crane was down in dlimgjohg the tea
chest, one of them fell upon him and he was pickedenseless, to all ap-
pearance dead. Some of the men carried him ashdreiéd under a heap of
shavings in a carpenter’s shop near by.

After the passage of the Boston Port Bill, Johm@rdinding it hard
to support his family in the stagnation of tradattensued, removed with his
partner Ebenzer Stevens, to Providence. RI. Sden #fe news of the fight
of Bunker Hill roused them; they immediately raige® companies of artil-
lery, marched to Roxbury and joined Colonel GritBeygiment, when Crane
was appointed Major and Stevens captain of the Rigldnd Train Band.

From this time until the close of the war, Majoia@e was in constant
service. July 8. 1775, he with Major Tupper anaipany of volunteers, at-
tacked a British advance guard on Boston neck and them. He com-
manded a break-work on the neck during the sie@oefon; January 1,
1776, he received a commission as Major in Knog¢gment of artillery, and
went with the army to New York. Sept 14, 1776 & p&one of his feet were
shot off whilst he was cannonading a British fregtitat was running by Cor-
laier's Hook, and then was thus disabled for a tidd@nuary 1, 1777, he re-

(Continued on page 5)
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JOHN CRANE

continued

(Continued from page 4) -
ceived a Colonel’s rank and raised a regiment isddahusetts which was
officered chiefly by those who had been trainedeurRaddock, Gridley and
Knox, which was principally employed in the maimgrnear the person of
the commander-in-chief and was relied on as améasauxiliary in the

most important battles. No military organizatiorthe army participated in so
many eventful scenes or won more laurels: portanswere with Sullivan

in the Rhode Island Campaign: with Gates at Sacaémgl in the heroic de-
fense of Red Hook on the Delaware, he was brevettggdier General, Sept
30. 1783. He was a member of the Cincinnati.

After the war ended, Colonel John Crane formedrnpeship Major
Lemuel Trescott and removed to Maine, where th@agad in the lumber
trade on Passamaquoddy Bay.

Colonel Crane’s Atrtillery 1777-1783 - Officers aki@n from Con-
necticut - The Third Regiment of Continental Agily was commanded by
Colonel John Crane and the men were recruited snamin Mass.

Old South Meeting House in Boston

PHILADELPHIA

i i 1 - .
A perfect place for genealogists to attend a natioonference! No military organization in

the army participated in so

We hope that you are making your plarjsin us in Philadelphia many eventful scenes or won
for another outstanding conference in Septembe8.2ZBgciting plans are
under way to make the 2008 FGS conference in R¥ipadch an event to
remember. Everyone will be pleased to know thattrderence hotel is the
downtown Marriott which is connected by a coveredkaway to the
Philadelphia Convention Center where the confersmssions and exhibit
hall will be.

A team of ten committee members mdiye@amNovember to finalize
the program and strategize publicity and eventshferforthcoming annual
affair. Most daily activities and sessions willlea traditional FGS
conference outlines, but we are also planning sexueptional surprises and
changes from the norm.

For those with mid-Atlantic states @®f, the program provides
experts on a variety of topics. Numerous Britidadsand Irish speakers
highlight various new subjects, and experts on Garnesearch cover topics - :
of interest for those with research in that areBurfope. ke, il g T

more laurels

Wednesday's program begins the conderaiith society manage- East Damusie', Nova Scotia -
ment topics as well as Back to Basics or "Refrésiogics as well as the Here lies Ezekial Aikle, Age 102.

Family History Center tract and the AssociatiorPobfessional Genealogists! Only The Good Die Young.
Professional Management mini conference.
(Continued on page 8)



Nerjs

# Page 6

Tarleton Brown

ROOTDIGGER

Tarlton Brown

Private in the SC militia in 1776, was commissioaddeutenant in 1778 and promoted to
Captain in 1780

Excerpt from “Memoirs of Tarleton Brown, a CaptamnThe Revolutionary Arniy
http://sciway3.net/clark/allendale/tbrowvnmemoirsiht

We reached our place of destination in Virginia, mwther country,
all safe and sound. Shortly after our arrival thereelligence was received
that depredations and outrages to an alarming elsshbeen perpetrated in
South Carolina, particularly in our own districh& substance of which was
that McGeart and his company of Tories crossedsthannah River from
Georgia, at Summerlin's Ferry (now called Stonelsyf, taking the course
of the river, and killing every man he met who mad sworn allegiance to
the King.

This notorious scoundrel passed intiisthrough the neighborhood
where my father lived, and brutally murdered sesentof the inhabitants,
among whom were my father, Henry Best, and Mo@ayihg John Cave for
dead, who afterwards recovered. They burnt my fatheuse level with the
ground, and destroyed everything he possessed -mathyer and sisters es-

They burnt my father's house caning by fleeing to the woods, in which they cared themselves until the
level with the ground, and vile wretches departed. But the work of death ditilstop here. This atro-

destroyed everything he

cious deed of the sanguinary McGeart and his basishortly succeeded by
another equally cruel, nay, doubly cruel.

possessed — my mother and The British Colonel Brown marched dofrem Augusta with an
sisters escaping by fleeing to overwhelming force of Tories and Indians, and tgkimeir stand at "Wiggins'

the woods

London , England
Here lies Ann Mann, Who
lived as an old maid but died
an old Mann. Dec. 8, 1767

Hill", commenced a slaughter of the inhabitantse fiews of which reached
the ears of those brave and dauntless officergreét. McCoy and Harden,
who soon hastened to the defense of the terrifibey8V and coming upon the
enemy, charged upon them and killed and routed tbeaaman, Colonel
Brown escaping to the woods.

Colonels McCoy and Harden, having aqaiaghed all that was re-
quired of them, retired from the field of actiofitea which Brown returned
with the residue of his force and retook the "Hi#it which he remained until
he hung five or our brave fellows - Briton WilliapSharles Blunt, and Abra-
ham Smith, the names of the other two not recatéetthen he decamped for
Augusta.

My brother and myself were now in Virigi, among our relations and
friends, and would have been as happy as we desiaedt not been for the
intelligence from South Carolina, particularly bétsection we had left.
Hearing that the British, Tories and Indians haddweted our father and
sixteen more of his neighbors, burning to ashesitise and all within it,
our mother and sisters escaping to the woods, lititnor nothing to
support upon, and no male friend to help them, togdboiled within my
veins, and my soul thirsted for vengeance.

(ed note: Go online to read how he tracked the @&down and brought them to justice.)



1st Quarter 2008 Page 7

Getting to Know Our
Organization and its People

(Continued from page 1)

In 1990 HO/MCGS was founded by Pat Hast Shirley Lovell, Ar- ;
mand Lovell, Annie Norman and me. | was the fm&sident and PastTimes &
editor. PastTimes published the original Marioru@y Minutes Book A,
complete with index. The Marks & Brands book 1848855 was completed
in October 1991. The publication of the two olddsirion County records  |;
were followed by a compilation of the marriage meisoof Marion County. | ) . ;
worked with many HO/MCGS members to complete tigegects. ' Snowden House — Historic Ocala &

| also had been working on my wifeimilg tree and | published the | Marion County Genealogical Society
Fagnan Families in October 1991. headquarters.

| found the small country church where father, grand parents and
great grandparents were all buried. | decide@&btovate the grave site, but |
was not sure if some of the unmarked graves weréamity or not. | asked
the caretaker of the church if he could help melangroduced a ragged
piece of paper with locations of all the unmarkeavgs and who was buried
in there. This was the only record of hundredpesple buried there, so |
took it upon myself to compile this list plus addthe research for my next
publication, Habersham Methodist Church Cemetelgtiag of the people
interred at Habersham Methodist Church Cemetedgnkins County, Geor- | Thjs was the only record of
gia and their relationships. This took a yearferefind was published in
January 1992.

While trying to uncover information fthre Habersham Cemetery there, so | took it upon
book, | called on a local funeral home. The presemers had purchased the myself to compile this list
funeral home many years ago and showed me shoes bbXmterview cards"
from the previous owner. What a treasure of infatron! | photocopied
these cards into two volumes and indexed over DOnp@dnes. This was pub-
lished in July 1992.

The next book that | completed was noghar's line, The ancestors
and Descendants of Elton Melville Montgomery & Mafabel Watson.

This was published in 1995.

In May of 2006 | published my fathertaw's line, The Ancestors and
Descendants of Peter Paul Adolf & Mary Jerge.

In 2007 | compiled the 1855 Floridat&t@ensus of Marion County,
Florida in booklet form for the Marion County Getagacal Society.

At present | am working on locating tbeala High School graduat-
ing class of 1953 for their 55th reunion to be heid summer. This has .
proved to be very challenging and anyone who wékidto take a few - -
names of missing 1953 classmates and try to datertheir location, please 1
let me know.

hundreds of people buried

England :

Sir John Strange.

Here lies an honest lawyer, and
Arnold Isaiah Bell Davis that is Strange.
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sl L tabe continued

(Continued from page 5)

No one will want to miss Thursday's @pg Session for a special
performance will be presented. Every day is paekitia exciting,
informative lectures by experienced, knowledgeapkakers. Throughout the
conference various professional genealogical opgdioins will sponsor

John Penny Iungheons and/_or lectures that attendges may atteyauth tract will also
Wimborne, England . b_e m_cluded during the conference. Friday nigh&SMBanquet acts as the
Reader, if cash thou art in want highlight of the conference.
of any, dig 6 feet deep and thou Don't forget that Philadelphia holdsrmypaf our nation's most
wilt find a Penny. | historic sites. From the conference hotel, it igasay walk to Betsy

Ross's house or Ben Franklin's grave. Or at theecpyou can catch a bus
and tour the entire city. It also has many invaleabsearch facilities

(ed note: atthe bottom of each o ranositories with records that date back tatienial period.

page | have inserted random . L .

pictures of gravestones and ran- Philadelphia is a perfect place for genealogistttend a

dom various humorous epi- national conference!

taphs) See full details at www.fgsconference.org.




