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ginning a search of your family tree it will helpytremendously to know | Oid Family Tradi- 2
the history of your family name, or for that matbéthe names of other tions

branches of the family. Many times names were chdnghen people im- Searching Ship Mani 3
migrated to this country. If a person's name fests

sounded too "foreign” in a culture that was
primarily of English ancestry then that nameyg
may very well have been changed. To a
lesser extent, if the spelling of the name
seemed difficult or again foreign then it
could have been changed for that reason as
well.
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A prime example of simple spelling
differences in languages is in the American
and British spellings of certain words. The :
American word theater is spelled theatre 'y, 4 we all have the same name but
the UK. Defense is spelled defence. Shof each spelis it differently???
old English is shoppe. The same small
changes often happen with names. Speci .

. . . . pecial points of

When doing genealogy research youseithetimes notice names | icrest:
spelled several different ways in the same docuniany years ago stan-
dardized spellings for names didn't really exigit Bveryone could read
and write in those days, and often members of dheesfamily would spell

« Remember those old
family traditions

names differently. The English name Darby for instacould also be * Using Ship Manifests
spelled Derby, but still pronounced the same wdgo/Amith could be « Locate Relatives in other
spelled Smithe or Smyth, or Smythe. Maddox can bésspelled Maddux, Countries

Madux, or even Maddoc. The Scottish name Munromwase commonly
spelled Monroe by the English. Then look at narhas are translated from
one language to another. The French name Choawmastsometimes
Americanized to Shumate, a totally different spejli

(Continued on page 4)
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Favorite family recipes are one
type of tradition.

Often the new generation
uses old family traditions to
honor those who have
passed before them,

Be sure to pass on family stories
as well as traditions.
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Old Family Traditions And The New
Generation

By: Generations Abu

Carried forward through the years bgheaew generation, old family
traditions are a powerful means of strengthenirgoibnds that hold families
together. Old family traditions often serve to ceainthe older generation
with the new generation, encouraging interactionugh shared activities,
and can also offer a way for families separatedibtance to feel close.

Many of the most meaningful old familgditions revolve around
food, with families gathering to eat and celebtatgether. Often the foods
served at the meal are determined by traditiorh) vatipes passed down from
generation to generation or specific family memlpeeparing their special-
ties year after year.

That food should serve as a centergmcgo many of the old family
traditions that are passed to the new generatiores@s no surprise. Food is
essential to survival, and being grateful for thecess of its production,
whether through agriculture or the hunt, is atlithee of not only many old
family traditions, but also many of the world’s &t religions.

Celebrating the abundance of the hargetone throughout the
world, with each culture giving rise to a partiautet of old family traditions.
However, as different as these cultures may befptlnedation of these cele-
brations is the gathering together of familiesdast, to share food, to break
bread.

There are many old family traditionsideed specifically to celebrate
the new generation. Some are as lighthearted andduhe yearly birthday
gathering for cake, ice cream and gifts. Othersbark upon meaningful, of-
ten symbolic, rituals marking the milestones altmgpath to maturity. In
each, it is the older generation celebrating tlogpass of the new generation,
as one day that generation will do for its own ditah.

Even when families cannot gather togettvhich is increasingly
common today as families find their members soadténroughout the nation
and even the world, old family traditions can higpnaintain family ties.
Knowing that thousands of miles away, other famrmigmbers are engaged in
the same activities can help keep that feelindafeness among family
members.

Often the new generation uses old fatndditions to honor those
who have passed before them. Many children leaistory of their fami-
lies in this way, listening as family members shaemories of those who are
no longer with them and of their own childhood rembeances. Sometimes it
is the old family traditions that hold a family &tger, the adult siblings con-

(Continued on page 5)
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Several Ways to Search Ship
Manifests for your Family's History

By: Paul Duxbury and Kevin Cook

Before the days of airplane travel, gnants typically left their coun-
tries of origin on ships and braved long and diffigourneys across the
ocean. Finding evidence of an ancestor's journayrtew world through pas-
senger lists and ship manifests can be a thritixggerience for anyone who is
interested in their family history. Such valuabtedments, kept by most
shipping companies across the world, can be inghedifficult to search,
however, leading genealogists to spend countlessshio fruitless inquiry.
Many of the lists, for instance, have not beenipiat indexes and lay molder-
ing in some obscure or unreachable archive. Atrdthees, even when gene-
alogists do find their ancestors on a ship manifadly their name and coun-
try of departure are listed; no other exciting nfi@tion, such as birth date,
country of origin, or occupation, is included. Swearnings aside, however,
there are ways genealogists can increase theiceha#rsuccess in finding
their ancestors on passenger lists.

First, remember that your ancestors heaye been included on a
number of lists, not just the ones made upon driivineir new country. Many of the lists, for
Lists were made when they first got on.the_ shipwhdnever t_hey stopped instance, have not been put
along the way. Newspapers and organizations thgathaae paid for their
journey, such as aid societies, would also have lisgp. Even passport appli-
cations and naturalization papers can provide Wdueues to your ancestor's moldering in some obscure

Not all ancestors sailed on ships.
Check for other methods.

into indexes and lay

journey. _ _ _ _ or unreachable archive
After becoming aware of the varietyptdces in which you can look

for your ancestors, try and keep the time perioghich they arrived in con-
sideration. Passenger lists made for immigrantgiagrin America before
1820, for example, are particularly difficult toaseh for because they were
not standardized or carefully preserved and eidbeamnot exist anymore or are
extremely difficult to find. The search for immigta arriving between 1820
and 1891 is slightly less difficult but informatianstill limited. Finally, in
1891, the Immigration and Naturalization Servicemeanto existence in the
United States, and passenger lists were greatlyowmepl, becoming more re-
liable, informative and well-preserved.

Before you begin searching passengts, lyou need to know your
ancestor's complete and original name, the datésdrrival in America, and
the port at which he arrived. It is also helpfukteow his age; the port from
which he departed; his country of origin; his ulite destination in the
United States; and the names of his ship or offelfgw travelers. You can _

. .. . . - . Asking about the old country can open
find this information through a piece memorabifiach as a letter or ticket; up a discussion on emigration.
(Continued on page 7)
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Snow fun!

Sometimes the reason for the
change in spelling was the
accent of the person

immigrating

Looks like he missed the thanks-
giving Holiday.
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WHAT'S IN A NAME?

continued

(Continued from page 1)

Another reason for name changes isithiaigration authorities both
made mistakes, including typographical errors, Whiould stick with an im-
migrant, and would sometimes arbitrarily change @suon their own because
they couldn't pronounce a name or didn't like {i&lsg. For instance, the
Swedish name Sjoblom, with a silent j, is pronoahsee-bloom. Some mem-
bers of the Sjoblom family had their names changealuntarily, to See-
bloom or Seabloom.

As another example of how names weasgtd is the Italian name
Tagliaferro which means iron worker. This name beed olliver. Another
Italian name, Amici which means friend was Amerizad into Ameche.
Even the families of presidents have not been inenRoosevelt comes from
the Dutch name Van Rosevelt, which means of the fiekd. Blum, which
means flower, was Americanized into Bloom. The Germame Rog-
genfelder which means rye field could have beeectly translated into Rye-
field, but instead it commonly became Rockefeller.

American names like the American popareitself come from all
countries of the world. Remember the old moviepggiwhen Bill Murray in
Army basic training said "Our ancestors were kickatlof all the best coun-
tries in Europe”, well most were not kicked outt imstead chose to leave.
This included Dutch settlers in New York, FrenchLouisiana, Spanish in
Florida and Texas, Germans in Pennsylvania, Englisfirginia, and on and
on. The American melting pot and the hope of oppoty in the new country
caused most people to want to assimilate, and m@ahso partly by changing
their names. General George Armstrong Custer, ickn@wn for Custer's
Last Stand, had a German grandfather, a Hessidarsshose name was
Kuster. Another German name, Schwab which means 8wabia became
Swope for many.

Another reason for changes were to immake the spelling of a
name look more American, which was more common igngDouble letters
such as RR or LL could be replaced by a singlele@ommon spellings in
other languages, or even in British English, weterosubject to change. The
common name Grover for instance, can also be Krétr@ber, Groeber, or
Crower, as well as other spellings. Sometimesdhsan for the change in
spelling was the accent of the person immigrat8gnetimes immigration
officials would hear the accent and misinterpreaftd usually the new name
stuck.

(Continued on page 5)
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WHAT'S IN A NAME?

continued

(Continued from page 4)
It is important to know the alternatsfgellings of your family name
to do a complete search of your ancestry. If yooitdwave that information

you could miss vital branches of the family tree.
Article Source: http://www.familyhistoryarticlesrmo

About the Authors Paul Duxbury and Kevin Cook owmwamateur-genealogist.com and
www.our-family-trees.co.uk two of the leading Géogya Websites. In addition Paul owns a
wide range of exciting websites which can be viestedww.our-family-trees.co.uk

Happy Holidays!

Old Family Traditions And The New

Generation

continued

(Continued from page 2) Cabbage leaves are
tinuing to gather with their children after thearpnts have died. considered a sign of

Participating in the old family traditis builds memories that will last
a lifetime, and serves to build relationships, owdly between the old and new
generations, but also amongst those that will Imticoing the families as the representative of paper
elder members pass away. Teaching the new genetattwonor old family currency.
traditions can help to preserve the family throtighyears, even through the
times when its members cannot gather togetheeriagta sense of belong-
ing that will be a source of joy for years to come.

prosperity, being

Article Source: http://www.familyhistoryarticlesrmo
Abraham Antony Theword Pte Ltd abraham@generatiautb www.generationdb.com

FOR LUCK IN THE NEW YEAR

continued

(Continued from page 8)

many cultures. The hog, and thus its meat, is densd lucky because it
symbolizes prosperity. Cabbage is another "gookl'luegetable that is con-
sumed on New Year's Day by many. Cabbage leavedstreonsidered a I
sign of prosperity, being representative of paperency. In some regions, Ring in the new year with BIG BEN!!
rice is a lucky food that is eaten on New Year'y.Da
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Genealogy: Finding Relatives in
other countries

By: JorgelL.

Some years ago | found out that my dfa@her came from Croatia,
former Yugoslavia.

| knew that some of his relatives litbdre, but no address, no phone,
and no e-mail, just information that Komiza was pfece where he was born
and lived when he was a young boy.

The main problem was the language esiron’t speak Croatian |
began to look for help on the internet, and finallgund a forum with some
great ideas to find my relatives.

I left a note in this forum asking toglp, expecting for someone to
answer. Also, | left some information about my lagtme and information
about my grandfather like date of birth and hisep&s’ hames.

In a couple of hours | received an arsirom someone living in Sa-
rajev written in formal English, this person gave anlist of people that lived
in this tiny island in Croatia with my last name.

Next morning | began to write to alb#e addresses with the same
language, since | don't speak message, and finally | received a letter from atie#, this lady was the

Croatian! spouse of one cousin that | never met, or heard of.

My letter arrived in a mysterious waythis lady, because there are
no direct descendants from my grandfather in Caoétivas the neighbor
that received the letter, he has my Last name étiakl no relation to me.
My cousin’s wife answered my letter, the answer e€drack in Croatian but
my friend from Sarajev kindly translated for me.

It was great, | also had found peophkedy to help in my research.
After some information exchange | found that thé/ alescendants with my
last name live in South America and not in Komiza#iia.

:'-'-";:,i"’-ﬁl' Rtk | found other last names to be addedyamenealogy, | sent and re-
I~ Bt ¢ #’{' . ceived more letters, cards, photographs and alse mfinrmation to build the
i ' family tree.

After this experience | decide to cesatwebsite with this purpose.
If you need help finding relatives in other couasrigo to the Multilanguage
forum www.thefamylifinder.com.

Many Americans have relatives in
Europe.

The main problem was the

About The Author:
Jorge M Leano http://www.thefamilyfinder.com
Visit : www.komiza.com

Consider the use of a University . o .
to do foreign research for you.,  Article Source: http://www.familyhistoryarticlesroo
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Several Ways to Search Ship
Manifests

continued

(Continued from page 3)

through previously researched family history; tlglowensus records, which
are available on the internet and on purchasabtguater programs; through
naturalization records, which are actually moreinfative than passenger
lists for immigrants arriving after 1906; and thgbupassport records, if your
ancestor applied for one to visit his country agior.

If you discover that your ancestorad before 1820, there is no cen-
tralized place to search for passenger lists. Mduiys did keep lists, which
they left at the ports of arrival, but since thegmment did not require these
lists to be kept or saved, they were lost, destipge scattered in different li-
braries or private collections. Many of the surmtyiists have been published
on the web or in books, so these are the bestptacgearch. Newspapers
from the time which have been microfilmed are alglmable resources. Fi-
nally, the government does have records in thenakiarchives for arrivals
in New York from 1789 to 1919, in New Orleans fra8il3 to 1819, and in “To catch the reader's
Philadelphia from 1800 to _1819. o _ _ attention, place an

If your ancestor arrived after 182@&rttyour main job will be in con-
sulting the variety of resources available. Cust®assenger Lists, compiled
by ship captains from 1820 to around 1891 and iegdédar these lists can be ' from the story here.
found at the National Archives; in libraries, inding the comprehensive ge-
nealogical archives of the Church of Latter Dayn&aionline in images, tran-
scripts, and indexes; on purchasable CD-ROMs; amdoks. The archives
and other resources contain notable gaps in infe@mand errors, so it is
best to search in a variety of indexes.

Beginning around 1891, Immigration Rager Lists replaced Cus-
toms Passenger Lists due to the flood of immigremthe United States and
the establishment of a Superintendent of Immignatimmigration Passenger
Lists are much more detailed and two pages lontO9. They can be found
in the National Archives, in the Latter Day Sailiitsary, on the Ellis Island
on-line database, and on other on-line sites. @Qge@, errors were made in
microfilming lists and a variety of resources shiblé consulted. In the end,
genealogy is like a scavenger hunt where you maesthe clues provided to
you and search in a variety of places before yod What you are looking
for.

Consider the education of the person
maintaining the ships manifest.

interesting sentence or quote

Not all ship’s manifests are what we
expect.

Article Source: http://www.familyhistoryarticlesroo
About the Authors Paul Duxbury and Kevin Cook ownwamateur-genealogist.com and
www.our-family-trees.co.uk two of the leading Géoga Websites.
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FOR LUCK IN THE NEW YEAR

n |
'm s Traditionally, it was thought that one could affdw luck they would

have throughout the coming year by what they didteron the first day of
E“E the year. For that reason, it has become commdiolies to celebrate the

first few minutes of a brand new year in the conypainfamily and friends.
iﬂﬂ? Parties often last into the middle of the nigheathe ringing in of a new
year. It was once believed that the first visitordew Year's Day would
Ring in the New Yg:;g;g ﬁgﬁﬂ?w bring either good luck or bad luck the rest of ylear. It was particularly
gt lucky if that visitor happened to be a tall darkred man. Traditional New
Year foods are also thought to bring luck. Manyti@s believe that anything
in the shape of a ring is good luck, because ittmlimes "coming full circle,”
completing a year's cycle. For that reason, thelbelieve that eating
donuts on New Year's Day will bring good fortune.
Many parts of the U.S. celebrate the gear by consuming black-
eyed peas. These legumes are typically accompagiedher hog jowls or

ham. Black-eyed peas and other legumes have besideced good luck in
(Continued on page 5)



